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DEPARTMENT 
POLICY 

Family Independence Program (FIP), State Disability 
Assistance (SDA), Refugee Cash Assistance (RCA), Food 
Assistance (FAP)  

A person in a federal, state, or local correctional facility for more 
than 30 days is not eligible to receive FIP, SDA, RCA or FAP 
benefits. 

Child Development and Care (CDC) 

Close CDC if the only parent/substitute parent on the CDC case 
leaves the household (no longer resides with the authorized child) 
due to incarceration or other reason; see BAM 220, CDC EDG 
closure reasons.  

Medicaid (MA) 

A person can remain eligible for MA during a period of 
incarceration. Coverage is limited to inpatient hospital services 
only; see BEM 265.  

INCARCERATION 
MATCH DOC 

All Programs 

The automated Incarceration Match is a daily match between 
Department of Corrections (DOC) and Bridges. This match runs for 
all individuals who are active for any program whose current living 
arrangement is not prison. 

If a valid match is found, the interface will update living 
arrangement of the individual to prison with a prison type of Prison 
State and create a mass update trigger for all cases where the 
client is active. Eligibility will then be re-determined for all programs 
on the cases where the client is active. 

FIP, SDA, RCA and FAP 

In addition to updating the living arrangement and prison type, a 
MDHHS- 6017, Michigan Department of Corrections (MDOC) 
Incarceration Match Client Notice, will be sent to the group to verify 
if the group member is in a state prison, before member removal or 
case closure can be completed, if appropriate. FIP, SDA, RCA and 
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FAP will pend for 10 days. Update the living arrangement page if 
needed and run EDBC. Eligibility will then be re-determined for FIP, 
SDA, RCA and FAP. 

Failure to Respond 
to Notice 

FIP, SDA and RCA 

If the verification is not returned, the system will create a mass 
update trigger for all cases where the client is active.  Eligibility will 
then be re-determined for FIP, SDA and RCA. 

FAP Only 

Change reporting FAP groups that do not respond to the State 
Incarceration Match notice, will have their case closed following 
negative action rules. 

If a simplified reporting group does not respond to the State 
Incarceration Match notice by the due date listed on the notice, the 
individual on the match will be removed from the group following 
negative action rules. 

• If the individual on the State Incarceration Match is the only 
adult in the group, FAP will close. 

• If the individual on the State Incarceration Match is the head of 
household (HOH), the specialist will designate another adult in 
the FAP group as the HOH. 

• If the individual on the State Incarceration Match is the only 
individual in the Group, FAP will close. 

 

Bad Match 
Process 

A bad match may occasionally occur. If a bad match is suspected a 
collateral contact with the client must be completed to verify this cli-
ent is not in prison.  

An authorized person from the local office is to call in a help desk 
ticket indicating a bad incarceration match with the following infor-
mation: 

• Client name. 
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• Case number. 

• Client ID number. 

• Program(s) effected. 

• The release date from prison if the client was incarcerated. 

• The month(s) effected. 

The ticket will be assigned and flagged as a bad match and when 
the report runs for the following month the client's programs will not 
be affected.  

SSA PRISONER 
MATCH 

The quarterly prisoner match between the Social Security Adminis-
tration and Bridges runs for individuals 16 years and older who are 
pending or active. When a match is found, a task and reminder will 
be sent to the specialist. Specialists are expected to act on this 
within 12 days. Be sure to update the living arrangement type to 
prison and the prison type to Prison SSA, if necessary and run 
EDBC. If no action is taken within 10 days, it will be escalated to 
the supervisor. 

FIP, SDA, RCA and FAP 

In addition to updating the living arrangement type and prison type, 
a MDHHS- 5909, Social Security Administration (SSA) Prisoner 
Match Client Notice, must be sent to the group to verify if the group 
member is in prison, before member removal or case closure can 
be completed, if appropriate. FIP, SDA, RCA and FAP will pend for 
10 days. A task and reminder will be sent to the specialist after the 
10 days. Update the living arrangement page if needed and run 
EDBC. Eligibility will then be re-determined for FIP, SDA, RCA and 
FAP. 

Failure to respond 
to notice 

FAP Only 

Change reporting FAP groups that do not respond to the SSA 
Prisoner Match notice, will have their case closed following 
negative action rules. 

If a simplified reporting group does not respond to the SSA Prisoner 
Match notice by the due date listed on the notice, the individual on 
the match will be removed from the group following negative action 
rules. 
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• If the individual on the SSA Prisoner Match is the only adult in 
the group, FAP will close. 

• If the individual on the SSA Prisoner Match is the head of 
household (HOH), the specialist will designate another adult in 
the FAP group as the HOH. 

• If the individual on the SSA Prisoner Match is the only 
individual in the Group, FAP will close. 

 

LOCAL 
CORRECTIONAL 
FACILITY  

Follow current county procedures for verifying an individual in a 
local facility using the DHS-48, Verification of Imprisonment, which 
is a manually generated Bridges form. 

Local Facility 
Verification 
Returned 

When the DHS-48 is returned from the local facility indicating the 
incarcerated individual is released or on parole, no further action is 
taken. If the DHS-48 is returned and the individual is still 
incarcerated change the living arrangement type to jail.  

Do not recoup FAP benefits for simplified reporters unless the 
department failed to take timely action. 

Local Facility 
Verification Not 
Returned 

If the DHS-48 is not returned by the local facility, verify the where-
abouts of the incarcerated individual. Verify the recipient’s where-
abouts by calling the facility or contact the head of household and 
ask for verification of the prisoner’s whereabouts. 

LEGAL BASE 

FIP 

45 CFR 205.56-.58 
MCL 400.83 
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SDA 

Annual Appropriations Act 
Mich Admin Code, R 400.3165 

RCA 

45 CFR 400.66 

CDC 

The Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) Act (42 
USC § 9858 et seq.), as amended by the CCDBG Act of 2014 
(Pub. L. 113-186). 
45 CFR Parts 98 and 99. 
Social Security Act, as amended 2016. 
 
MA 
 
MCL 400.10,.83 
 
FAP 
 
7 CFR 273.2 (f)(9) 
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